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Dear Friends, 

Two days before Christmas, 2021, one of our volunteers noticed a cat outside her home. There is a small feral colony nearby  but she didn't
recognize this cat. As she does with all new cats, she called out the window. Ferals will turn and look scared or run off. This little girl came
running towards her and meowed back. Our volunteer immediately took food outside. The poor cat was so emaciated you could see every bone
in her little body. Our volunteer wondered if  the cat would need to be trapped or would she allow her to pick her up? Neither! As the volunteer
started walking back to her home the cat followed her and boldly walked inside. If ever a cat asked a human for help, this one did. That day, Latte
became part of the Castaway Critters family.

We found out she was around 5 to 7 years old, weighed a mere 5.7 lbs. and was FIV positive. She was also missing most of her teeth. She was very
sweet and we were hoping to put her up for adoption. But, a month later it appeared her stomach was swelling. Back to the doctors where they
did an ultrasound. The report was devastating. She had masses in her lungs and stomach, an enlarged liver, an enlarged pancreas and thickened
intestinal walls. The doctor recommended Hospice as it looked like cancer. Without hesitation our volunteer immediately offered to take care of
Latte until the end. Amazingly, month by month she seemed to be improving. Could it be? We decided 
to get another ultrasound. The masses in her lungs and stomach were gone, her liver and pancreas were 
back to normal, but she still had thickened intestinal walls which pointed to her likely having 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease. The masses seemed to have been roundworms and the steroids we gave 
her probably helped fight them off. She'll need to be on special food for the rest of her life, but her 
prognosis is very good! As we weaned her off the steroids she developed a cough and wheeze which ended up being Asthma. She'll need to be on
a minimal dose of steroids for the rest of her life and have a rescue inhaler for emergency.

It has been almost a year since Latte was rescued and it has been one major roller coaster ride after another. Do we regret the time and money
spent? Not on Latte's life. It was all worth it to give this sweet little girl the chance for a long, safe and happy life. She is just one story out of
many.

Throughout the past 21 years, we have had thousands of stories like Latte's. So many cats and dogs who didn't ask to be born homeless, didn't
ask to be abused or discarded like trash. It is amazing that they have not given up on humans. They are willing to give us another chance to help
them find a better life. None of these animals would have made it without your support and our volunteers who have the biggest hearts and
don't know the meaning of "giving up". 

BECAUSE OF YOU! Your donation supports medical care (with vet bills exceeding $100,000 each year), life-saving rescue, rehabilitation, foster
and adoption programs, and ensures that our castaways have the life they deserve. Thank you for all you do for our animals!!!

 P.S. We speak on behalf of those who cannot. Please open your heart and donate to
these voiceless animals. When you give, they live. 

 

Barb Holmes
Barb Holmes

Director

Sincerely,

While everyone was getting ready to
celebrate Christmas, 2021 with friends
and family, Latte was fighting for her life. 

http://www.castawaycritters.org/


 Your donation provides
 direct

care to needy animals! 
Thank

you for remembering no
w and

throughout the year. 

 
 THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION OF CASTAWAY CRITTERS, THE JAMES A. HUEHOLT MEMORIAL FOUNDATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF STATE BY CALLING TOLL FREE, WITHIN PENNSYLVANIA, 1-800-732-0999. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT'
 



O F F E R I N G  H O P E  &  N E W  B E G I N N I N G S  T O  T H E
F O R G O T T E N ,  T H E  S I C K  A N D  T H E  A B A N D O N E D .  

2022 STATS
(TOTALS AS OF 11/01/22)

N o v e m b e r  1 8

  - E x t r a G i v e . o r g

In  this  Hol iday Newsletter  we decided to  make i t  not  just

about  our  animals  but  about  a l l  of  our  supporters ,  too .  This

past  year  we have seen you do donat ion drives  at  work,  f i l l

our  donat ion bins  when we ask for  specia l  i tems,  donate  to

our  auct ion,  donate  money when we ask for  help  with specia l

cases ,  part ic ipate  in  our  fundraisers ,  donate  for  no other

reason except  to  help  us  and even a  couple  of  lemonade

stands .  

This  was  a  part icular  rough year  for  rescues  nat ionwide and

Castaway Crit ters  was  no except ion to  that .  On the cat  s ide ,

the delay,  due to  Covid ,  in  being able  to  spay and neuter  stray

cats  resulted in  a  large  increase  in  the number of  k i t tens  and

abandoned cats  we are  being asked to  take in .  In  addit ion,  the

number of  ca l ls  to  ass ist  with cat  hoarding s i tuat ions

increased this  year .  We were able  to  take groups  of  cats  in

from three  of  those  s i tuat ions ,  some of  them very much in

need of  medical  care .  Lots  of  k i t tens  and cats  came in  with

mult ip le  issues ,  which necess i tated specia l is t  v is i ts ,  which are

very expensive .  Our vet  b i l l s  a lone can be  wel l  over  $100,000

each year .

I t  i s  poss ible  to  cont inue our  miss ion because  of  your  support

and compassion for  our  cr i t ters .  From the bottom of  our

hearts  we say thank you.

A D O P T I O N S :  1 4 9

R E S C U E S :  1 8 3

CASTAWAY
CRITTERS

D E C E M B E R

2 0 2 2

T H E  J A M E S  A .  H U E H O L T

M E M O R I A L  F O U N D A T I O N

F O R  A N I M A L S

UPCOMING EVENTS

BECAUSE OF YOU!

November 19
 - Petco (Jonestown Rd.) 11-2

December 3
- Petco (Jonestown Rd.) 11-2

December 17
-Petco (Jonestown Rd.) 11-2



Our Mission is to save the lives of and provide new beginnings for lost, sick and abandoned companion animals through rescue,
rehabilitation, adoptions and spay/neuter programs. We provide the help that these animals would not otherwise have. We
offer hope and new beginnings to the lost and forgotten, the sick, injured and abandoned animals in our community.  We
believe every life is worth saving!  Here are just a couple of critters that your donations have helped and were adopted this year.

OLAF

We heard Beans was going to be
euthanized because he was diagnosed with
Heartwarm. We decided we just couldn't let
that happen and was willing to try to save 

A volunteer saw a cat
staggering towards a
very busy road. She
immediately stopped
and grabbed him. The
closest hospital was
full and without
thinking twice drove 
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WANT TO 
SAVE A LIFE?

Fostering saves many lives!

Castaway Critters is always

looking for dedicated cat fosters.

Email us at

info@castawaycritters.org 

for more information

BEANS

MUSTANG
When Mustang was 7
weeks old he was
rescued from a very
bad hoarding situation
of over 50 cats. He
had an ulcer on his
eye. It was so infected 

Eden is a senior
dog we knew
wasn't taken care
of most of her
life and we  just
had to rescue her
to give her the 

WE AREN'T AFRAID OF THE HARD CASES

this little sweetheart.
This poor little fellow
had to spend the next
four months almost
entirely in a crate to
keep him calm. Even
with some painful 

treatments he kept his sweet personality.
We are so happy he found his forever home
in March. 

 CHICO

Juice was found in an unsavory section of
Harrisburg's inner city hopping around with a
dislocated left hip. Surgery was performed to
remove the left femoral head due to it causing 

HARLEY
Harley was found
in a section of
dense woods. He
had two puncture
wounds on his 
neck and it looked 
like his paw had 
been caught in a hunter's trap. We
knew Harley wasn't going to last long
in the woods. Too many bigger and
meaner animals out there. Harley was
adopted in August.

MUSTANG 

Mustang came to
us from a terrible
hoarding home.
His eye had to be
removed. He will
no longer have to 

and damaged it had to be removed. He

couldn't see out of that eye anyway, so it

was removed to prevent discomfort and

future problems. He was adopted in April.

EDEN

life she deserved. She is blind due to 

cataracts and untreated eye infections. She 

was adopted in March.

him to York. They believed he was

poisoned, but not sure how. He had a

urinary tract infection, a high white blood

count and tons of fleas. If we wouldn't have

saved him he surely would have died. Olaf

was adopted in January.

We rescued Chico

when his owner no

longer wanted him.

It was found out

that he had heart

disease. This little 11

pound guy has the 

heart the size of a 50 pound dog. This little

senior dog was adopted in February.

JUICE

him a lot of pain and

discomfort. Thank

goodness we found

him. He would not

have had a good life.  

 Juice was adopted in

March.

worry about his 

eye bothering him or getting infected.

He was adopted in April.



____________________________________________________

Petey
*3 years old. 
*He is a sweet, affectionate
lap cat who loves toys and
chin rubs. He absolutely
craves affection and will be
your loyal companion. Is on a
special urinary diet.

Our 2023 Rescue Calendar is
perfect! Only $12 and proceeds
help the critters! Order from our
website or come to one of our
events to buy one or many! 

Need a Stocking Stuffer?

When Daisy 's  wonderful  foster  mom dropped her  off  on her  f irst  day with us  

we thought  she would forever  hide  in  the corner ,  not  wanting to  be  touched,

Shay 
*2 years old
*Shay likes to chase things
around, particularly anything
that drops on the floor: a
blueberry, a paperclip, even a
piece of lettuce! She's very
good with other kitties, as
long as they're not aggressive
toward her.

Adoptable "Elves"

Patches
*1 1/2 years old
*Patches is one of our
special needs animals due to
a  chronic upper respiratory
issues. She will need daily
medication. She is very
playful and although not a
lap cat she does like to be
near you.

AND NOW, A WORD FROM ONE OF OUR ADOPTERS...

WWW.CASTAWAYCRITTERS.ORG  |  (717)  831-5010  |  INFO@CASTAWAYCRITTERS.ORG

a year  later  and Daisy 's  abi l i ty  to

trust  and l ive  l i fe  astounds us .

She performed so  wel l  in  her

second s ix  week training course

that  the instructor  used her  as  an

example  to  help  teach the other

dogs .  She loves  her  grandparents

always wait ing to  fo l low grandpa

on al l  his  adventures .  She shows

love to  her  parents  and enjoys

kisses .  She 's  let  so  many into  her

heart  and she 's  g iven my l i fe

meaning.  (Note :  Daisy was

rescued when 10 years  o ld  from a

terr ible  hoarding s i tuat ion) .  

and very wary.  In  her  f irst  s ix  week long training 
course  she cowered in  the corner .  Now,  i t ' s  over  

GALAXY AND BEANS 
OUR TWO FELINE LEUKEMIA SWEETIES

Do you like a cat who acts like dogs? Two year old Galaxy

just might be who you're looking for. He is a sweet, gentle

fun little cat who loves to be with a person. Do you want a

cat who will retrieve his little rubber ball when you throw

it? This is your guy. He does like dogs so you could have the

best of both worlds. Does he love playtime? Absolutely!

Does he love watching birds out of the window? You bet!
He is also good around kids. Galaxy was booted out of his

home around Christmas time last year. We are hoping to

make this Christmas a much happier one for him. 

Feline Leukemia is a disease that affects a cats immune system. It is contagious only between cats

through casual contact, such as sharing of food and water bowls, litter boxes and mutual grooming.  

 It cannot be transmitted to people, dogs or other animals. Both Galaxy and Beans can live in the

same household with other cats who have this disease or just as happy being the only pet.

Beans is almost four years old and was found roaming the
streets of Harrisburg. She is very playful and will give her
foster mom the occasionally "facial"!  She enjoys eating wet
food and relaxing on top of cats trees in front of windows.
This little girl is good with other cats and adults. Beans has
been with us for over two years and we would love to give
her a huge Christmas present this year. 
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The Official Registration and financial information of Castaway Critters, The James A. Hueholt Memorial Foundation may be obtained 
from the PA Department of State by calling their toll free number, within PA, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

A Special Message from our Family of Volunteers

Being a volunteer for an animal rescue is kind of like riding a roller coaster. Over and over again. Every time

we have to rush one of these animals to the hospital or we have to make the hard decision to let one cross the

rainbow bridge because it is just too sick, breaks our hearts like they are one of our own. So why do we do it?

There are many different reasons why a person chooses to volunteer and/or foster. But the one thing we all

have in common is knowing we are making a difference in the lives of these animals.  We are giving them a life

they would never have without us. We look forward to seeing more of our rescues find happiness in 2023.

Wishing you and yours lots of laughter, belly rubs, wet nose kisses, and love this holiday season 
as well as good health and prosperity this coming new year.

Donations may also be made via PayPal or credit
card on our website. Please make checks & money
orders payable to Castaway Critters.

Name:

Address:

Castaway Critters depends on  your donations to continue to save the
lives of homeless pets. We cannot do what we do without you. Thank
you for your generosity.

$50 Disease Testing (Cat)

$80 Guardian Angel
Sponsorship  (1 Cat)

$125 Tests & Vaccines
(Dog)

$200 Spay/Neuter
Surgery (Dog)

$300 Guardian Angel
Sponsorship (Dog)

Other $___________


